ADAM PHILIPS
Adam was born Dec 27,1762 near Baltimore Maryland, but his paremts soon moved to Rowan
County North Carolina. His mother was a Welsh lady, and his father is also believed to
be of Welsh descent.
In 1781 Adam joined the American forces at Bates Ford on the Catawba River. The Commander
in Chief was General Green, With General Davidson,Clolnel lLocke,Major Smith, and Captain
Simmons as other officers. He was in the Battle of Cowans Ford when General Davidson with
300 men intercepted Carmwallis, and Adam was in comversation with General Davidson when
the General was killed, February 1,178l.Adam took refuge behind a tree, and fearing to
expose his arm because of the heavy fire, took his cartridges from his cartridge box at
his back, and kept them in his mowth for immediste use,
Shortly after the war,Adam married a Cherokee Indian, and in 178, his first child Elisha A.
Philips was born.Eli's mother died in childbirth, and in 1785 Adam remarried to Hanmah
Bailey the daughter of a Baptist minister.They lived for a while in Rowan County, where he
practiced the trade of Shoemaker, but befere 1790 Adam moved his family to Mechlermburg
County where most of his children were born. He had 10 children including Elisabeth(1791),
Christiarberry (1793),Reuben (1795),Sewall (£1798),Catherine (1801), and Hiram (1803).
In Mechlenburg County, Adam was a schoolteacher, and contimed his farwing operations. In
1803, he moved to the mountains of Buhcombe County where he lived until 1809.According to
his son Reuben,"There was mo churchyno school, and No Sabbath™; so he moved his family
some 20 miles east to a location near Ashville. Here his daughter Catherine and son Reuben
got jobs teaching school. Klisha joined the Militia in the war of 1812, but saw no service
in that war. Reuben drilled his male studemts according to Duanes Military Tactics, but being
only 16 he also saw no service.
Adam was a devout Methodist, and became Class Leader in the Methodist Society in Buncombe
County, a position he held for L0 years. Harmah was also a devout christian, as well as
being trained in medicine, and was an asset to her commmity umtil she died May 18,18.8,
She is buried in the Presbyterian Cemetery in Rowsn County, where Hiram was also buried
on February 14,1852.Adam applied for a veterans pension in 1850, but since his house and
all belongings had burned in 1844, his pension was not granted umtil 1852, In 1855,Adam
applied for a bounty land Claim on his Revelutiomary Ner record. He died about 1859, apd
is buried in Bethesda Cemetery, Haw Creek,Buncombe Coumty ,Nerth Carolina.




Adam Phillips

The Clergy, members of the family; and friends. (1)

In giving this Biography, it 1s rather dlscouraging and eertainly
embarrassing to have to sdmit that,really there 1is but 1little known
of the 1ife of Adam Phillips.

The pas=zing of the years,the destructlion of priceless records,when Vourt
Houeges have burned,the fallure of familles to preserve private papers,
has ecaused a chapter in the History of America to be left unwritten.

In 1682,many familiecs came to America,from Tiales and settled ip the kind-
1y domain of William Penn, "Where every man,wes treated as a man, and
where independence of thought and actlon was the portlion claimag ag |
own"- and here was generated the spirit,which later 1led

of these plonecers to engage in the Revolutionary War,.

J-i‘__

In 1760,nearly one hundred years later,a score or more of these families
¥ o 1!

migrated into Virginias, North and ~outh Carolina.
With this company cdme the Sew s,Balleys and- the Phillipﬂ who settled

in Eastern North Carolins,and whom we find later in the Gamn ies now
known as Orange,Rowan and’

From this stock came Adam Phillips,who was born in 1763

In those days Hl ¥y W

from one generat to ﬂrctuer———qut
n ward the setting nun,

vy wae made largely in the telling,and so handed down
r ""he woodman and the Rifle man,was
ever pressing o £ ;rd this led to a sgeperation of
of the famil les and na aturally,their traditions were lost 1n thelr new
surroundianh-so 1at we of today,who would like to know of the life of
these early set tlers s,are left in a sea of doubt and indiclssion

Ada@ Phillips, wa:s evidently 1 & home where, Spirituality,mental
:inmentes and Patriotism were tl omina g features,zs his after
demonstrates.




Hanngh Balley=-Phillipe,was a woman of culture and unusual mentality,
having studied Medicine,and was of some note,as an authority,in this
locality.

e,there must have been a uu-cng Spiritual atmosphere,for
g an untLPinF worker in the Methediet Church,having the
of serving as a Class Leader,for forty years

Their son Keubin was a Minister,and certainly their influence,had reached
unto the third and fourth generwtlon.

Adam Phillips seemg to have prospered in Worldy goods,for there are records
of transfers of property,to be found in Rowan Cﬁ~nty and here in Buncombe.
Among them a deed to his daughter Catherine Phlllips-Bell,who was & well
known teache®,here and in Asheville. This daughter,wae thb Mother of the
Fev. George Hanilton Bell,who is burled in this lot.

fhere 18 2 tradition, that khe ¥iret home of thls couple burned,and with
1t the cherished uniform,which he had worn,when in the Army,and which is sald
to haeve been ornamented with gold buttons.

I mlave been told that the children,evidently charmed by the word -gold-
gsearvhed in the ashes,for those bite of the precious metal,probably,not for
their Historie value,but for the lure of the -gold- which was 80 rare in
those days.

His Army experlences,so far as I can find were along the Catawba Kiver,in
Rowan County,where he served under Colonel Francls Locke and Captaln Sommons.

He was in the battle of Cowans Ford,when General Davbdson,with 300 men
intercepted Cornwallis,and he was in conversation wilth General Davidson,
when the latter was killed, February 1. 1781

A great grand son,well remembered listening to the recounting of ¥he




incidents of that battle,by his aged sire,and was,as a boy would be, (3)
especiallylinterested in the statement,that there was no protectlon from
the enemy,save a tree,behind which he stood while fighting.

S0, fearing to expose his arm,when reaching for the bullets,inithe Cartouche
or Cartridge box, which was carried on his back,he filled hie mouth,with
them for lmmedlate use.

After the battle of “owan's Ford,he was placed in charge of the prisenors
in Salisbury. ;

Those days were stormy days,when men were fighting for their Religious and
Political Liberty--torn between their inherent love of their Mother Country
England,and the land of their adoption, America- which 1in contrast,was so
new-go crude-so hard- and we of today,who are,as it were luxuriating in
that for they fought-realize,that we can nelther say nor do enough to
properly honor thelr memory.

This man, Adam Fhillips,the Revolutionary Salﬂierﬁand our Ancestor,whom

‘we would so love, to have"live in song and story" came out of the horrors
and hard ships of this war,back to these beautifu mountains,wherelalong
the cool,sequest’'rd vale of 1life,he kept the even tenor of his way"
leaving to us the influence of a well speﬁflife,“For he had Reughtiha Eeoddh,
faghtjand he had kept the Falth"

So here he must sleep, that long,last sleep,in thies qulet, peaceful
@hurch yard,with nothing to bear witness ,save -this-brief-Army-record-
of- his-Patriotism- engraved-on thie-simple-white-stone.

Compiled by Mre. Leslle Battle Clark,of Dallas Texas,and glven when she
unveliled the marker to the memory of Adam Phillips, in Bethesda Cemetery,
Haw Creek,Buncombe County, North Carolina, on Sunday September,4th.1938
(Mrs Clark is a great-great grand daughter of Adam Phillips,on her
Father's side)




