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Benjamine Powell was born March 10, 1812 or 1813, in |
Marlin Geunty,féeﬁnessee. _He}married Nellie Crawley abouﬁ
1Q36‘néar'ﬁafiﬂn'Tennessee, Théir ehildren weée Lucinda,
who married Fllas Barcroft; Tlizabeth who married John Irving;
Caroline, who married A. B.lﬁy&tt; Rhoda Cétherine,*who |

married Alfred Lewls, Susan was mabried to Mr. Cunningham.
A11 thecse ﬁere beﬁn{in Tennessece. They moved to ﬁ&lberry
Grove, Illinois. Tlisha, the last child was born there. He
died the first year of service in the Civil Var, having
contracted typhoid fever in camp. -His body was sent home,
buried in Mulberry Grove, Iilinais. Grandmother Powell died
and was also'bﬁried-in ﬁﬁlberry Grove.

Grandfather Powell married a second time about 1859 near
éreehvilie,.Illinois to Martha Lawler, a young widow with one
child named Annie. To this union the following chlldren were
born: James, John, Emily and Benjamln. |

of tﬁe by ?Bb'family of Benjamin and Nellie Powell little
information has been secured with the exception of Caroline

and Rhoda Catherine.

4]

Caroline was born in Tennessee. 3She was mafrieé to A. B.
Myatt of Illina;s, A part ef their home was glven fo» a
church and burial ground which was called McKinley Chapel.

One of thelr grandchildren, Ella, married Dale Bunch. They
had one c¢hild who diled while young. They afterwards ralsed

a son of Dalets brother.
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Lana married Charies Norman. They had three children,
?éwell of Mulberry Grove, Fannle of Shrievesporﬁ, Ia., who
married Mr. Vaﬁ-Carter, and. Worman the youngest. Mr. and Mrs.
A. B. Myabtt spent & winter Iin California with Mrs. Myatt'é
sister Catherine. After Mr. Myatt's deathhﬁis wife cams back
to California with her nephew, J. B. Lewis and his wife, who
had spent a very pleasant two monthe in Illinols and Indiana
in 1899. Caroline came back to California with her grandson
Powell for a short time.

During the second trip to Californla, John ané wife took
Caroline and Catherine tg'Guadaloupe, to visit a batchela&
cousin Robert Hubbard. This {rip was made in a simllar manner
to that of early days by horses and wagén, The meals werve
zooked on camp fire. The Tirst night out the slsters had a
bed 1in a country howme, but they were énxiou& to sleep outside .
after that night. The next night all slept in a hay barn
with their own covers. All in all the trip was enjoyeé,
though the road was tough and the beds not as those of today.

Catherine Powell Lewils was born August 11, 1837 in
Tennessee. While young she sent to Illinols with the family.
She often related the story of thils change of residence. An
uncle Joe or William, the father of Marila Paéell, had visited
them in Tennessee, and persuaded them to go ta'Illinais as
the g0l of Tennessee was poor and they had a hard time

making a living.
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They took what belongings they could on two horees. The

nother riding on a feather bed on one horse the most of the

time 2e she wes not well. The girls Walked wiuh their uncle.
It was late in the fall and gettiag cold, tryiag ta get to
thelr destlnation bhefore the w$ﬂfev came on, uney'fpaveﬁed
early and late, camping out at night. They w@aehed Iilinoism,
iocaﬁed at Hulbe?ry Grave, with a capital of IO cents. ‘The
father secured work splitting ralls, taking eorn for his pay,
taking the corn to the mlll to ba ground intc meal, a small -
amount of money wasg given as par% pary. The mother did weaving
for ¢ther people and fo? the children. .

Schools in those days were few and only for a few manths

during the yesar, but the children made the best of this

| opportunity and were well gualifled for thelr walks of life.

rri'f

hoda Catherine waz twenty one years of age when she
marrled Alired Lewis near Hulberry Grove. To this union were
born the fellowing children:_{l)‘ﬁeﬁvge Lindsay, born August
5, 1857, he married Tmma Wood of Kingston, Caliigrn&a. Thelr
AGe

children were Catherine, Henry, Fsther rge, Paul, Perry,
3

. i
ﬂ

and Theda. He died March 28, 1909. (2)' James Faton, born
May 1%, 18%9., He married Kate Tishouser in Illinols. Their
children were Stella, Tlvin, Flla, Vernie, Mabel and Fred.
James died ﬂ@vember-?h, 1927. (3} William Crittenden, the

third son, was born November 16 1360. He married Allee

Barns. Their children weré Ralph; Fva, Roy, Harry, Amy, Dlmer
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Llta, Stanley and Alice. He died July 16, 1929. (4) John
Bérney, the fourth son, was born November 13; 1862 and was
married to Nannie Tarﬁer on May 18, 1887. Thei? children

were Alfred Turner, born Ochober 1%, 1888 and Tina Zola, borr
December 15, 1889, (5) Charles Alfred was'born_April 19, 1865
and died December, 9, 1888, (§) Henrietté Caroline (Carrie)
wag born April 9, 1867, married Alfred P, Smith and their |
chlldreﬁ were Lulu, Velma, Myrtle, Mabel, and Funice. (7)Sarah
C. (Sallile) was born August 28, 1869, died February 5, 1876.
(8) Elisha Powell, horn February 23, 1873, was married to
Maude Bay of Selma., Their children were Warren and Richard
and one son who dled when young. (9) Laura, the last born,

October 24, 1875, married Charles Nelscn, and afte» his death

married Art. P. Shepard of Fresno. She had no children.

Most of these children received their education at the
Hunter school in Bond County, Illinois. They attended church
and Sunday school in the same school house. After the death
of the father, the mother came to California with her family

of seven. James remained in Illinois, coming the following

year., The eldest son George had come to California in 18?7

and persuaded his mother to go west as he thought conditions
for making a living better, this was in 1880.

Living four miles from Dudleyville they went to St. Louils
by wagon, there tcok a first class passenger train to Omaha.

Here they were transferred to an emlgrant train, which had
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four passenger cars attached to a frelght train. Many times

for hours. Thelr meals were cooked on

£

(7]

they were sidetracke
£ large stove in & c¢orner of the ear. Thelr beds consisted of
geats turned together with mattresses made of excelslor,or
similar maferial, purchased for a2 small suﬁ from the Railroad
Company. They carried thelr own bedding. They reached Kings-
burg, California after eleven days of travel. From there they
went ﬁGFLindsey Lewis, the brother of the father, near River-
dale, Fresno County. They aoon bought 80 acres of Railroad
land there rrom a Mr, Willing, who had bullt a small house on
the land. They pald the Sbﬁthern Pacifile, or Huntington, the '
president of the company, $1.25 per acre and secured a deed.

Pieture}ﬁhsﬂﬁ Catherine Lewls, with seven chlldren on an
emigrant train bound for California, a bunch of rollicking
boys on tép of the freight cars, on and off the train whenever
it stspped, often they were sidetracked for hours,.

William and John, thinking they were golng to the Wild
West, went.t? 3t . Louls and purchased an ol1d pistol. They
anjoyed shooting at prairie dogs and anything élse for
amusement, The mother did not worry over them when she saw
them all safely in bed at night.

After they located In their new home the older boys went
out to work, The mother and smaller chlldren milked cows
loaned them by a nelghbor, Elisha Harlan, anévwith the willing

help of all they got on and added their own cattle to the
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herd. Yother Lewls ' religlon which she had in earlier life
never left her throuszh her trlals, was rather, 2 comfort to
her, She organized 2 Sunday school at the Liberty School

house, The attendance grew and formed the church, known as

the Unlted Brethren denonination. Those of other denominations

went over %o be in harmony with the church. The church and
parsonage was finally established in the town of Riverdale.
All ﬁhié came from the founding of the littie Sunday school.

In 1888 she #0ld the »anch to James and John, moved to
S8elma, as her son Oeorge was living there. She and William
bought houses and astabliched another home. She afterwards
moved wilith her zon Zlisha to another part of Selma, huiiding
two houses. Elilsha iivea at this date on the premises. She
want o Powler in 1910 to live with hér daughter, laura. In
1928 she went to Clovis to live with her other daughter,
ACathevine, where she passed away, December 25, 1930 at the
age of O3.

Rhoda Cotherine Tewls wag beloved by all that knew her,
having an everlasting faith in her religion that gave her

courage and strength. She steered her little craft through

1ife and knew sghe landed 1t Iin a haven of rest, eternal.




